CUBA
 1004
 CUBEBS
 
mary 15, 1898, by some mysterious cause
which the American people believed to be
known to Spain. In April of that year Con-
gress declared that "the people of Cuba are
and of right ought to be free and independ-
ent." War was declared against Spain, and
in a brief conflict American arms were tri-
umphant everywhere. By the Treaty of
Paris, December 10, 1898, Spain relinquish-
ed all sovereignty over Cuba.
The United States temporarily occupied
the island. A constitutional convention was
called in 1901, and a Constitution was
adopted, including a special amendment,
known as the Platt Amendment, proposed
by the Congress of the United States, to
guarantee that the government should never
enter into any treaty with a foreign power
which would impair the independence of the
island; that it should not assume any debt
for whose payment it could not provide; that
the United States could interfere to preserve
the independence of the island or to protect
life, property or individual liberty; that the
United States be given certain coaling and
naval stations. In December, 1901 the first
President was elected, in the person of Tomas
Estrada Palma, and on May 20, 1902, the
United States formally withdrew.
In 1906 an insurrection broke out, headed
by a defeated candidate for president. The
Cuban army was powerless and social order
in some provinces was almost destroyed. The
United States therefore intervened and sent
a commission, headed by Hon. W. H. Taft,
Secretary of War, to the island. This com-
mission tried to reconcile the opposing fac-
tions, but without success. President Palma
resigned and the Cuban Congress failed to
elect a successor. Thereupon Secretary Taft
issued a proclamation placing the republic
•under military government, and under the
control of the United States order was im-
mediately restored. The United States gov-
ernment in again assuming control of the
island made it very plain that the control
would continue only until the people of Cuba
were again in condition to proceed peaceably
with a new election, and the government
could be transferred to the officers thus
chosen. A national election was held Novem-
"ber 14, 1908, and Gen. Jose Miguel Gomez
was chosen President. On January 13,1909,
President Gomez was inaugurated. On Jan-
uary 13 the United States troops began to
withdraw, and in April the last detachment
 departed, leaving the Cuban republic again
under control of its own government.
Trouble occurred again over the elections
of November, 1916, when M. G. Menocal,
the Conservative candidate, was chosen Pres-
ident. The opposition party, under the lead-
ership of ex-President Gomez, revolted, and
in February, 1917, seized Santiago de Cuba
the capital city of Oriente. With the aid
of an American company of Marines order
was restored and Menocal was installed
as President. The 1920 elections resulted
in the election of Alfredo Zayas. His ad-
ministration was stormy, and when, in
1924, he was again opposed by Menocal,
he supported Gen. Gerardo Maehado, who
was elected. In 1928, Maehado was re-
elected for a six-year term. Maehado was
a man of strong character but Ms ad-
ministration was marked by many excesses,
and by great industrial and agricultural
depression. Harsh measures were adopted
to suppress the growing opposition to his
rule, but in 1933 the Cuban army, until
then loyal, joined the revolting element,
and Maehado fled from Havana, finding
asylum first in the United States, then in
Santo Domingo. Carlos Mendieta became
President in 1934.
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CUBE, a geometric solid having six equal
square faces. A cube is used as a unit of
measure for volume. One cubic inch is a
volume equivalent to a cube one inch in each
of its dimensions. The volume of a cube is
equal to its height a, times its width a, times
its length a, or cf. From this circumstance
the third power of a number, which is the
product of a number taken three times as a
factor, is called its cube. One of the famous
mathematical problems of antiquity was that
of the "duplication of the cube;" that is, to
find a cube whose volume is twice that of
a given cube. It is impossible of solution
by the processes of elementary mathematics.
See cubic measttre.
CTJ'BEBS, the fruit of speeies of plants
belonging to the pepper family. The eubebs
of pharmacy are produced by a climbing
woody shrub, a native of the East Indies. It
has roxuid, ash-eolored, smooth branches, each
of which bears from forty to fifty small,

